INTRODUCTION TO LEATHERMAKING
Instructor
Michael Parham

Start Date/Rain Date
Four-week class begins Tuesday, July 7, 6-9 p.m.
In case of instructor illness or weather, the Rain Date is August 4. 

Location
Main Building | Howard Family Charitable Foundation Studio 3 | 11 NW 11th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73103

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A Skill development-based beginner class introduces basic carving and tooling techniques in leather.  The swivel knife, Beveler, and Matte Backgrounder are the foundational skills used to sculpt into leather.  We will learn ways to size, practice and fine tune these skills which will open many creative outlets for your future leathercraft adventures.  The class projects include: a skill development guide, a set of Feather bookmarks, and a Twisting Winds Coaster set.
COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1: Introduction to Leathercraft, skill expectations, and tool kit.
a. Brief introduction to the medium of leather and its various applications.
b. Learn to case leather properly to prepare it for carving/tooling.
c. Toolkit at a glance. Learn the purpose of the swivel knife.  How to properly hold, size, and control it.  Learn its basic functions in your work.  
Open Studio Time: Using scrap leather, continue practicing the carving guide.  Challenging yourself to gain confidence in controlled movements, cut depth, and tapering.  
[bookmark: _Hlk206141276]Week 2: Carve Feather Bookmark 
a. Trace and Transfer feather drawing to leather.  Then progress to carve a feather on a bookmark.
Open Studio Time: Continue becoming friends with your swivel knife and carve 2nd bookmark even better!
Week 3: Learn to Carve and Tool Twisting Winds Coaster
a. Become more acquainted with stamping tools and proper hammer strikes.
b. Carve and Tool the Twisting Winds coaster.
Open Studio Time: Tool the second Twisting Winds coaster even better!
Week 4: Strategies/ Demonstrations of Dye and Antique techniques.
a. Discuss the basic methods of staining, antiquing, and different finishing products used for color applications.
b. Discuss order of operations and dry times for different products.  Practice applications on scraps.
c. Choose methods and apply to bookmarks and keychains.
d. Learn basic edge treatments for professional look and feel.
Open Studio Time: Use this time to practice or catch up on any previous projects.

REQUIRED SUPPLIES
I have worked out a custom tool package with our local leather shop, Traditions Leathercraft.  They are a wonderful group of helpful folks, and the owner, KC, has provided us with a generous discount.  Ask for Michael’s Oklahoma Contemporary Arts 4Week Class toolkit. Tools included will be Swivel Knife, Beveler, Matte Background, Hammer, and 1lb of 7-8oz scrap leather for a Total: $51.26 + Tax 
I will provide granite for tooling.  You are welcome to purchase your own if you want one for your home studio.
The rest of the supplies for class will be community-based.  I will collect a $5 fee that will provide the class with all necessary dyes, antiques, brushes, sponges, tape, edging tools, burnishing solution, acrylic finish, wax, and additional stamping tools to try out.  This is to save you the time searching for these items and save money until you decide to make a larger commitment to leathercraft. (Also, it helps our desks to be tidier, rather than everyone having separate versions of all these items.)

