CERAMIC SCULPTURE
Instructor
Brian Bosworth

Start Date/Rain Date
Eight-week class begins Wednesday, April 8, 6–9 p.m.
In case of instructor illness or weather, the Rain Date is June 3. 

Location
Studio School Building | Kim and Steve Bruno Hand Building Studio | 2 NW 11th, Oklahoma City, 73103

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this hands-on class, students will explore the techniques of hand building to create unique, expressive ceramic sculptures. Using foundational methods such as coil building, armature construction, slab building, and molds, students will gain a deep understanding of how to manipulate clay to create complex forms. The course will also include a discussion of historical and contemporary examples of ceramic sculpture, offering students insight into the cultural and artistic significance of this medium. By the end of the class, students will have developed their own clay sculptures, applying a variety of techniques and knowledge they’ve acquired.
By the end of this class, students will be able to:
· Create original hand built ceramic sculptures using a variety of techniques.
· Understand the historical context of ceramic sculpture and apply this knowledge to their own work.
· Develop personal style and confidence in working with clay as a medium for sculptural expression.
· Complete finished sculptures with appropriate surface decoration and glazing.
COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1: Pinch Pot Sculpture – Combining Forms
· Focus: Build sculptural forms using multiple pinch pots (e.g., animals, vessels, heads).
· Skills: Pinching, joining hollow forms, smoothing, balancing weight.
· Goal: Complete form by end of week for drying.
[bookmark: _heading=h.26xqjo9yne0] Week 2: Armature-Based hollow form
· Focus: Create a hollow sculpture using an internal foil or newspaper armature.
· Skills: Sculpting using coil or slab clay, planning form, hollowing and venting.
· Goal: Build and begin hollowing for drying.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aica82xdxw9h] Week 3: Slab Building – Constructed Sculptural Forms
· Focus: Use slabs to construct geometric, architectural, or vessel-based forms.
· Skills: Rolling slabs, joining edges, working with templates, drying control.
· Goal: Finish assembly and begin surface refinement.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mkeiv71vrfkn] Week 4: Carving – Subtractive Sculpting Method
· Focus: Carve a form from a solid block of clay (or from thick slab build-up).
· Skills: Subtractive shaping, planning volume, refining edges and negative space.
· Examples: Totem piece, organic abstract, face, relief carving.
· Goal: Hollow and reassemble if carving a solid form for firing.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ls89bwfmxunc] Week 5: Using Molds – Press, Hump & Slump Forms and the extruder
· Focus: Create sculptural elements using molds,or extruder then modify or combine them.
· Skills: Mold prep, extruder prep, form alteration.
· Goal: Molded form + creative modifications (carving optional).
[bookmark: _heading=h.4rod2kgbcmms] Week 6: Surface Design & Texture
· Focus: Decorate greenware using a range of surface techniques.
· Skills: Sgraffito, slip trailing, incising, stamping, layered textures.
· Goal: Final surface treatment before bisque.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bbn3205s3hww] Week 7: Glazing & Finishing
· Focus: Glaze bisqued pieces with attention to form and texture.
· Skills: Brushing, dipping, resist, oxide washes to enhance sculptural details.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tmhc9xjvpiy2] Week 8: Final Critique, Touch-Ups & Exhibition Prep
· Focus: Present and reflect on work; touch up glazing if needed.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
All materials can be found at: Studio School, Mammoth clay, Berchers Ceramic, House of Clay or online:
· Basic pottery tool kit: includes, sponge, wire cutter, needle tool, woodrib, metal rib,
            wooden knife, ribbon trimming tool
· Towel
· Spray bottle
· Plastic lidded container
· [bookmark: _heading=h.larkwhjxhhsm]Brushes
