BLOCK IT OUT! FABRIC BLOCKPRINTING

Instructor 
Martha Coates

Start Date | Rain Date
Four-week class begins Monday, September 28, 6-8:30 p.m. 
In case of instructor illness or weather, the rain date is November 23.

Location
Main Building | In Honor of Bryan and Kendall Hall Studio Two | 11 NW 11th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73102

COURSE OUTLINE

Week One: Intro to block printing history and carving featuring demos and slides. We will discuss what fabrics create clean prints and ideate our first project. Begin Block One: Simple, single image carved block.

Week Two: finish block one and print first run of prints on an object of your choice such as tote bags, tee shirts or towels. 

Week Three: Block Two: carving a multi-block motif. We will discuss elements of design with a focus on making two blocks which form a single motif when printed closely together.

Week Four: Printing with block two. Block Three: Designing border designs. Begin carving. 

Week Five: Discuss elements of multi-block designs. Finish carving border block. Printing borders.

Week Six: We will put together our various elements of design and print in multiple colors with all of our blocks to create a complex print.

Week Seven: Carve any additional blocks that may heighten our previous designs or start a new project. Printing multi-block, multi-color motifs.

Week Eight: Student’s choice or finish works in progress!


REQUIRED MATERIALS

Carving and printing implements will be provided by the studio.

Students will provide their own carving blocks and textiles.

Textiles should be smooth, woven fabrics without nubs or textured surface. Things like bed sheets, table cloths, and tee shirts will all work beautifully. Slightly stretchy cloth like cotton tees works well, but super stretchy poly knits should be avoided. I highly encourage you to find secondhand textiles to re-enliven! If using new fabrics, please wash and dry them before class. Our local fabric store, OKC Fabric Market, is a great place to shop for fabric. 

We will be using pink Speedball Speedy Carve blocks to carve our stamps. These can be purchased online or at a local craft shop. 

Please purchase permanent acrylic block printing ink made for textiles or regular acrylic paint. I recommend the Speedball inks; they make sets with multiple colors as linked below:
https://www.jacksonsart.com/en-us/speedball-fabric-block-printing-ink-37ml-1-5oz-set-of-6

Please bring fabric to print on for Week One!



