EVERYTHING! EMBROIDERY!

Instructor 
Darci Lenker  

Start Date | Rain Date
Eight-week class begins Wednesday, September 30, 2026, 6-8:30pm
In case of instructor illness or weather, the rain date is December 2.
No class on November 25.

Location
Main Building | Teen Studio  | 11 NW 11th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73103 

COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1: Class introduction, explanation of supplies. Starting with the basics from how to prepare your hoops, thread needles, tie knots. We’ll begin with straight stitches and some of their variations. Our goal for this class is to fit in as many stitches as possible, so this is only the very basics of what we’ll be doing. 

Week 2: Chain stitch and variations. How to read and transfer patterns, how to make your own patterns.
 
Week 3: Knots and combining stitches we've learned so far. 

Week 4-5: Textured and raised stitches. 
  
Week 6-7: Thread painting, stumpwork, padded embroidery. 

Week 8: Finishing, stitching on knits and non-traditional items. 


REQUIRED MATERIALS
Most materials are available at several places, but if you haven’t been to Trove Arts and Crafts in Oklahoma City, I highly recommend checking it out for embroidery supplies! OKC Fabric Market is also highly recommended for high quality linen fabric at great prices. It’s a huge store so you may have to ask where to find the linen fabric. Another place to check out is The Woven Thread in OKC.

Embroidery floss in a variety of colors. I recommend a higher quality brand like DMC or Anchor. It is usually easier to work with than cheap floss and worth the extra little bit of money to make your embroidery more enjoyable. You do not need to invest in an entire color palette. Ten or so colors will be plenty for this class. For most of the stitches, we will be using 6-strand embroidery floss (most commonly available). 
https://www.michaels.com/product/dmc-117-6-strand-cotton-embroidery-floss-light-10217834 
Here are a couple of other types of embroidery floss to try in addition to the 6-strand.
https://www.michaels.com/product/dmc-pearl-cotton-floss-10083308
https://www.michaels.com/product/dmc-mouline-etoile-floss-10593113
Embroidery hoops. You can work with whatever type of hoop is comfortable or accessible to you, but this is my favorite hoop. It has an inner ridge (sometimes called a super grip lip) that keeps your fabric taut, so you do not have to constantly readjust. I would get at two hoops in a 6”-8” size so you can work on both without having to change out fabric when you're practicing new stitches.
https://www.hobbylobby.com/Yarn-Needle-Art/Cross-Stitch/Hoops-Frames-Tools/Embroidery-Hoop---7/p/80640155?queryId=CjwKCAjwkY2qBhBDEiwAoQXK5ceVKfzHpEVwQ24JYWg8PjTCSaHcF6FCkbNtJ0TPZyI6u5IogORtPBoCUwIQAvD_BwE
https://www.hobbylobby.com/Yarn-Needle-Art/Cross-Stitch/Hoops-Frames-Tools/Black-Embroidery-Hoop/p/81026867?queryId=540321ef512c73ba23027a83803e28f8
Embroidery needles. To begin, I would get a variety pack of many different sized needles. With the number of different embroidery techniques we are going to do in this class, you will need everything from small to large needles. For embroidery, you want a needle with a sharp point, so needles labeled as sharps, embroidery, chenille, and crewel are some that will work for this class. You do not want anything with a dull point, so no on tapestry, yarn, and cross stitch needles.
https://www.michaels.com/product/dmc-embroidery-needles-10216629
https://www.michaels.com/product/loops-threads-assorted-needles-set-10340484 
https://www.michaels.com/product/dmc-chenille-needles-10152702
https://www.hobbylobby.com/yarn-needle-art/needle-art-tools-accessories/notions/crewel-embroidery-needles---size-5-10/p/37395
This is my favorite place to get needles, but it is in the UK so you will have to account for shipping time/fees if you choose to order from here. They also have a very helpful printable needle guide should you need to find a specific needle. Wawak in the US carries some of their needles, along with other hand embroidery needles. 
https://www.jjneedles.com/
https://www.wawak.com/search-results/?q=Hand%20embroidery%20needles
Fabric. I like to stitch on linen fabric, but any medium weight woven fabric will work for this class, like cotton or hemp. It is a good weight and loose enough weave that it works for a variety of projects. Any color is fine, but lighter colors will make it easier to see what you are doing. Half a yard of either should be plenty for this class. The best place locally to get linen is OKC Fabric Market. Trove Arts and Crafts is a great place locally to get cotton fabric. For this class, you want something that is not stretchy. I think it’s important to like the way your fabric feels, so it might be best to shop in person if possible. 
https://okcfabricmarket.com/
https://troveartsandcrafts.square.site/s/shop
https://www.hobbylobby.com/fabric-sewing/quilting-fabrics/cotton-calico-fabric/kona-cotton-calico-fabric/p/44838
https://fabrics-store.com/all-fabrics?article=IL019
Scissors. You will need sharp scissors that will cut fabric. It is your choice if you want to buy fancy ones or not. Any will work if you only use them for fabric or embroidery floss. 
https://a.co/d/8ja5xKn
Needle threader. The stainless steel type is great for threading thick floss through needles. These are not the wire threaders for sewing thread. (Optional)
https://a.co/d/fRBiGpS
Fabric marking pen. This is the one I use, and there are several varieties available. You're welcome to just use a regular pencil if you would like. This one is erasable with heat. There are also water-soluble pens (erases with water). I would not recommend air soluble pens (erases with air).
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pilot-Frixion-Clicker-Erasable-Gel-Pens-Fine-Point-Black-Ink-3-Count/33161016?athbdg=L1200&from=/search
Water-soluble pen https://a.co/d/9BLCjPJ
