MAKE MUSIC! VIZIONARY BEAT LAB
Instructor 
CL McCoy

Start Date | Rain Date 
Eight-week class begins Thursday, October 1, 6-8:30 p.m.  
In case of instructor illness or weather, the Rain Date is December 3.

Location 
Main Building | Digital Media Studio | 11 NW 11th St. Oklahoma City, OK, 73103  
  
WEEK 1
Introduction to Pro Tools & Recording Fundamentals
Topics
· Introduction to Pro Tools
· Studio workflow
· Session setup
· Signal flow
· Sample rate & bit depth
· Audio tracks vs. MIDI tracks
· Recording techniques
· Basic editing
· Clip gain
· Session organization
Hands-On
Create a Pro Tools session and record/edit audio.
Assignment
Record, edit, and organize a simple vocal or spoken-word session.

WEEK 2
EQ, Compression & Mixing Fundamentals
Topics
· What makes a professional mix
· Frequency ranges
· EQ fundamentals
· High-pass & low-pass filters
· Compression
· Attack, release, ratio & threshold
· Gain staging
· Volume balancing
· Panning
· Creating depth and clarity
Hands-On
Mix a multitrack session using EQ and compression.
Assignment
Complete a basic mix using proper balance, EQ, compression, and panning.

WEEK 3
Advanced Mixing in Pro Tools
Topics
· Vocal mixing
· Reverb and delay
· Automation
· Bus routing
· Parallel compression
· Mix buses
· Effects chains
· Reference tracks
· Preparing for mastering
· Exporting final mixes
Hands-On
Mix a complete song from start to finish.
Assignment
Submit a polished stereo mix.

WEEK 4
FL Studio Fundamentals & Beat Creation
Topics
· Introduction to FL Studio
· Piano Roll
· Channel Rack
· Playlist
· Drum programming
· Sound selection
· Tempo
· Keys and scales
· MIDI basics
Hands-On
Build your first beat.
Assignment
Create an 8 to 16 bar original beat.

WEEK 5
Beat Arrangement & Advanced Production
Topics
· Song structure
· Chord progressions
· Melodies
· Counter melodies
· 808 programming
· Drum bounce
· Layering sounds
· Automation
· Transitions
· Creating space for vocals
Hands-On
Arrange a full-length instrumental.
Assignment
Create a complete artist-ready beat.

WEEK 6
Production Meets Mixing
Topics
· Exporting stems from FL Studio
· Importing sessions into Pro Tools
· Mixing your own production
· Balancing instruments
· Final polish
· Workflow between producer and engineer
· Preparing sessions for artists
Hands-On
Take a beat from FL Studio into Pro Tools and mix it.
Assignment
Submit a fully mixed original production.

WEEK 7
Music Business & Artist Development
Topics
· Copyright
· Publishing
· Master ownership
· Producer agreements
· Split sheets
· Beat licensing
· Contracts
· Branding
· Networking
· Building a professional career
· Registering music
· Streaming royalties
Hands-On
Develop a personal artist or producer business plan.
Assignment
Create a branding kit, producer bio, and release roadmap.

WEEK 8
Music Marketing & Final Presentation
Topics
· Digital marketing
· Social media strategy
· Content creation
· TikTok, Instagram & YouTube
· Spotify promotion
· Playlist pitching
· Email marketing
· Building a fan base
· Analytics
· Independent releases
Final Project
Students will present:
· An original beat created in FL Studio
· A professional mix completed in Pro Tools
· A brief explanation of their production and mixing process
· A branding concept
· A music release and marketing strategy

Student Outcomes
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
· Record and edit audio in Pro Tools
· Mix songs using professional techniques
· Understand EQ, compression, effects, and signal flow
· Create original beats in FL Studio
· Arrange songs for artists
· Transfer productions between FL Studio and Pro Tools
· Understand music publishing and licensing
· Build a personal brand
· Develop a marketing strategy
· Complete a release-ready music project
Program Structure
· Week 1: Pro Tools Recording Fundamentals
· Week 2: EQ, Compression & Mixing
· Week 3: Advanced Mixing in Pro Tools
· Week 4: FL Studio Fundamentals
· Week 5: Beat Production & Arrangement
· Week 6: FL Studio to Pro Tools Workflow
· Week 7: Music Business & Branding
· Week 8: Marketing & Final Project


