SCULPTURE THAT FLIES
Instructor
Liliana Gutierrez

Start Date | Rain Date
Eight-week class begins Wednesday, September 30th, 6-9 p.m.
In case of instructor illness or weather, your Rain Date will be December 2nd.
No class on November 25. 

Location
Studios Building | Kim and Steve Bruno Hand Building Studio | 2 NW 11th St. Oklahoma City, OK, 73103

COURSE OBJECTIVE
Develop an aerial figurative sculpture in clay, exploring proportion, movement, and structural balance. The piece will be fired, glazed, and assembled using a bronze ring 	 provided by the instructor. 	 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
· Clay (mid-range or high-fire recommended) 
· Basic sculpting tools 
· Sponges, wire cutter 
· Slip (liquid clay) 
· Glazes 
· Nylon coated stainless steel beading wire / cable for suspension (width: 0.6 mm) 
· OR nylon clear (0.32 inches and 0.8 mm) elasticity stretch cord 
· A small piece of t-shirt 
· Bronze ring (provided by instructor) 
WEEKLY OUTLINE
Class 1 – Introduction & Concept Design
Objective: Understand the project and develop a clear design plan.
Activities/Lessons: 
· Presentation of the aerial figurative sculpture concept 	 
· Discussion of: (1) Movement in the human figure; (2) Visual vs. 	 
· physical balance; and (3) Suspended sculpture principles 	 
· Quick gesture sketches (falling / suspended poses) 
· Composition planning (one or two figures) 
· Identification of suspension/anchor points 
· Scale Definition:  Each figure will be approximately 15 cm (about 6 inches) in height 
· Homework: Final sketch + structural plan 
Class 2 – Model the Figure
Objective: Begin building the figure.
Activities/Lessons: 
· Construction techniques: (1) Solid vs. hollow; and (2) Temporary supports 
· Blocking primary volumes 
· Building the torso (core structure) 
· Weight considerations 
Class 3 – Anatomical Development
Objective: Refine proportions and posture.   Activities/Lessons: 
· Simplified human proportions 
· Building limbs separately 
· Present and evaluate the proportionality of the body’s extremities 
· Adjusting gesture and movement 
Class 4 – Movement & Expression 
Objective: Bring dynamism and life to the figure.  Activities/Lessons: 
· Line of action 
· Intentional asymmetry 
· Relationship between figures (if applicable) 	 
· Expressive details (hands, head tilt) 
Class 5 – Assembly in Clay (Pre-Firing)
Objective: Prepare the sculpture for suspension.
Activities/Lessons: 
· Secure joining techniques (score & slip) 
· Adding anchor points for suspension (critical step) 	 
· Simulated balance testing 
· Surface refinement 
Class 6 – Drying, Refinement & Pre-Firing Prep
Objective: Finalize the piece for bisque firing Activities/Lessons: 
· Crack inspection and repair 
· Sanding at leather-hard or bone-dry stage 
· Final adjustments 	 
· Explanation of firing process 
Class 7 – Glazing
Objective: Apply surface finish.
Activities/Lessons: 
· Types of glazes 
· Application techniques: (1) Brushing; and (2) Partial dipping 
· Color decisions (considering bronze ring contrast)  
· Preparation for glaze firing 
Class 8 – Final Assembly 
Objective: Complete the aerial sculpture. 
Activities/Lessons: 
· Introduction to assembly: (1) Wire/cable use; and (2) Securing methods 
· Attaching to bronze ring
· Final balance adjustments
· Presentation of finished work 
Expected Outcomes – By the end of the course, students will have: 
· A completed aerial figurative sculpture
· Understanding of: 
· Clay construction for suspended pieces 
· Structural and visual balance
· Full ceramic process: build → fire → glaze → assemble 


